
2017 OAK PARK PUBLIC LIBRARY BOOK 

CLUB SELECTIONS 

WARNING: “Reading can result in boredom or 

transcendence, rage or enthusiasm, depression or 

hilarity, empathy or contempt, depending on who you 

are and what the book is and how your life is shaping 

up at the moment you encounter it.”   

                                                                       Wendy Lesser- “Prologue: Why I Read.”  

 

Find out where you stand by joining us for lively discussion the first Wednesday 

of each month (except July) at 6:00 pm in room 4 of the Oak Park Community 

Center. (July is reserved for the book drawn from our “Beach Reads” list.)  

As always we welcome new members! 

 

Jan 4    Don’t Make a Black Woman Take Off Her Earrings by Tyler Perry. 

In the persona of Madea, his popular movie character, Perry offers commentary 

on life, from love and marriage to child rearing and politics. 

Feb 1   The Todd Road Incident by Willie W. Payne.( Author will be present for 

Q&A) 

“The defendants are not on trial, but America and Montgomery are.  An 

undisciplined police department with no restraint cannot be retained in the black 

community.”  

Joseph Lowery-Former president of the SCLC 

 

March 1    Muslim Girl: A Coming of Age by Amani Al-Khatahtbeh 

Required reading from the founder of MuslimGirl.com – a harrowing and candid 

memoir about coming of age as a Muslim American in the wake of 9/11 during the 

never ending war on terror and through the Trump era of casual racism. 

April 5    Hidden Figures: the American Dream and the Untold Story of the Black 

Women Who Mathematicians Who Helped Win the Space Race by Margot Lee 

Shetterly. 

 An account of the previously unheralded but pivotal contributions of NASA’s 

African American mathematicians to America’s space program. 

 



May 3   Commonwealth by Ann Patchett. 

A kiss exchanged at a 1964 christening party gathering ends up destroying two 

marriages, and its reverberations over the next 50 years make for a novel “both 

tenderhearted and tough, dryly funny and at times intensely moving.” 

June 7 Dreams From My Father: A Story of Race and Inheritance by Barack 

Obama. 

Written when the president was unknown, this remarkable memoir depicts the 

struggle that the son of a black African father and a white America woman finds 

as he searches for a workable meaning to his life as a black American man. 

July: No Meeting   Beach Reads- Entertaining list of fiction and nonfiction to pack 

in your suitcase or take to the beach! 

Aug 2   The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead. (2016 Nat. Book Award) 

Teenage slave Cora undertakes a long journey toward freedom on the 

Underground Railroad, an actual subterranean network of rails and trains that 

transports fugitive slaves north, depositing them at random stops along the way. 

September 6 Terror in the City of Champions: Murder, Baseball, and the Secret 

Society That Shocked Depression Era Detroit by Tom Stanton. 

When baseball fan Dayton Dean is arrested for murder, he gives police a story 

about the Black Legion, responsible for countless murders, floggings and fire 

bombings. 

Oct 4     Ghostland: An American History in Haunted Places by Colin Dickey. 

 Focuses on cultural, social, historical, and even aesthetic elements that seem to 

give rise to certain ghost stories. 

Nov 1    ‘Dark Money’: The Hidden History of the Billionaires Behind the Rise of 

the Radical Right by Jane Mayer. 

Mayer takes readers through what she argues are decades-long efforts by the 

Koch brothers and other conservative billionaires to undermine American 

democracy and block progress on solving problems such as climate change and 

income equality. 

Dec 6    ‘Singin and Swingin’ and Gettin’ Merry Like Christmas by Maya Angelou. 

Third book of Maya Angelou’s seven volume autobiography series set between 

1949 and 1955. 


